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THE CAADP PARTNERSHIP PLATFORM

Terms of Reference

1. Background: The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP)

Within the context of the NEPAD agenda, the African Heads of State and Government endorsed the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), as an Africa wide framework to stimulate and rally Africa’s own resources and commitments to drive growth of the continental agriculture performance. Africa recognises agriculture’s central role in alleviating poverty and hunger and hence attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). As part of the targets set in the implementation of the CAADP agenda, African governments have committed to increase the share of national budgets allocated to agriculture and rural development to at least 10% of their national budgets, and to achieve annual agricultural growth rates of at least 6%.

CAADP is the most ambitious and comprehensive agricultural reform effort ever undertaken in Africa, addressing policy and capacity issues across the entire agricultural value chain. It is a framework to ensure that agriculture plays its critical role in supporting transformational development and improving the effectiveness of development assistance. CAADP is thus an African-led and owned agenda. 
Cognisant of the potential significant role CAADP could play in transforming subsistence agriculture throughout Africa and the part it can play in hastening coordination, alignment and harmonisation of development assistance, the international development community have endorsed CAADP as the framework for engagement with Africa in its quest for agricultural transformation.

CAADP is by definition a partnership agenda characteristically expected to rally both state and non-state actors, including international partners’ efforts in supporting African agriculture along a common African vision and agenda.  

2. The CAADP Partnership Platform

2.1 The Rationale

The establishment of CAADP Partnership Platform (CAADP PP) was a key recommendation of the 2005 consultative process involving The African Union Commission (AUC), NEPAD, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), national governments, private sector, farmer organisations and development partners. This was in response to the need for a collective multi-stakeholder mechanism with a continent-wide perspective to coordinate collective and mutual responsibilities in CAADP implementation. The need for the CAADP Partnership Platform was reaffirmed at the meeting of the African Partnership Forum (APF) in May 2006 which recognised the Platform as an instrument to rally commitment and partnership as well as alignment and harmonisation of efforts supporting African agriculture.
2.2 Legal Status

The CAADP-PP is a voluntary forum open to all interest groups, players and stakeholders. The CAADP PP has no legal identity. Its thrust and undertaking, are however, driven by considerations of mutual as well as collective responsibility and commitment. Outcomes and recommendations, normally reached through consensus, are voluntary and non-legally binding. Notwithstanding, members will endeavour to abide by any commitments made, including policy, technical, and financial support.

2.3 
Overall Goal, Objectives and Outcomes

2.3.1 Overall Goal

The overall goal of the CAADP PP is to foster mutual and collective responsibility, alignment and harmonisation of efforts in supporting implementation of the CAADP agenda. In this regard, the CAADP PP will also serve to facilitate and support adherence to the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, the Accra Agenda for Action and the ‘CAADP Addis Consensus’ and other internationally agreed targets.
The PP will achieve the above through facilitating (i) mutual review of progress, performance and challenges within CAADP, (ii) dialogue on implementation and related capacity and policy issues and (iii) peer sharing and learning on experiences and lessons on CAADP and African agriculture.

2.3.2 Objectives
The overall objective of the CAADP PP is to contribute to effective implementation of the CAADP agenda within and across the various levels in Africa. 

The specific objectives of the CAADP PP are:

· To facilitate a constructive consultation, dialogue and exchange among senior level representatives of African governments, development partners, the business sector, farmers’ organisations, and civil society organisations (including professional associations) on CAADP implementation, as well as on the broader strategic issues facing African agriculture;

· To review lessons and good practices as well as challenges in the implementation of the CAADP as a framework to support the identification, design, and implementation of national and regional agricultural policies and programmes
· To facilitate advocacy and building of a common understanding for increased buy-in and rallying effective CAADP-based partnerships in support of African agriculture;

· To facilitate and support alignment and harmonisation of development partners’ actions, options and commitments that are undertaken to support priority CAADP efforts and investments;

· To take stock of the types of assistance provided and CAADP accomplishments achieved through the MDTF and related support mechanisms;
· To provide a forum for mutual-review of progress with CAADP implementation based on the overall CAADP M&E indicators and the Mutual Accountability Framework.
2.3.3 The CAADP PP Meeting Outcomes
At the end of each CAADP PP Meeting a draft Communiqué is presented to the Meeting for review and endorsement. The Communiqué reflects the key issues and messages including decisions and action points agreed by the Meeting. The CAADP PP communiqué also serves as an advocacy tool to keep major stakeholders informed on key issues and share lessons. 

2.4 Organisation and Management Structure

The organisation and management responsibilities of CAADP PP meetings are shared between the CAADP African constituency and the CAADP Development Partners’ Task Team (CAADP DP TT). This is undertaken by a CAADP PP Joint Standing Committee whose members include four representatives from the African CAADP constituency - AUC (Chair), NPCA/CAADP (Secretariat), RECs (1), and CAADP Pillar Lead Institutions (1) - and three representatives from the CAADP DP TT.
The Joint Standing Committee oversees the planning and organisation of PP meetings, including a broad and timely consultation on the agenda and decision points as well as following up on such decisions.

The overall responsibility of chairing the CAADP PP meetings rests with the AUC and the Secretariat with the NEPAD Agency.  However, the AUC, in close consultation with the Joint Standing Committee, could allocate session chairmanship as it sees fit.
In its capacity as the Secretariat of the Joint Standing Committee and CAADP PP, the NPCA-CAADP, is charged with the following tasks: (i) maintains/updates participants’ list; (ii) serves as first contact point for inquiries and is responsible for advising the respective stakeholders on preparations for the meeting; (iii) is responsible for the development of draft agenda; (iv) coordinates the compilation and distribution of relevant documents and other inputs to the meeting as well as follow-up on the PP decisions and action points; (v) leads the drafting of the communiqués and action plans; (vi) maintains  a web portal that contains the PP agenda and relevant background documents for the PP; and (vii) in consultation with the Chair/AUC, issues invitations to meeting participants
.

2.5 Organisation of PP Meetings

The CAADP-PP will be held every six (6) months - normally in March and October each year. The Meetings will normally spread over a period of three (3) consecutive days. One day referred to as the ‘Business Session Day’ is dedicated to review of the issues and decisions related to the core business of coordinating and managing CAADP implementation. This is followed by a two-day ‘Lessons Learning’ session where participants are given the opportunity to learn from and reflect on both success stories and challenges faced in the planning and implementation of CAADP-aligned processes and programmes.

2.6 Hosting of the CAADP PP Meetings

While one meeting per year is hosted at the offices of the NEPAD Agency or the AUC, the second meeting is hosted on a rotating basis by a REC in a REC region. 
2.7 Participants

Participation in the CAADP PP is by invitation only, although, in principle, it is open to all stakeholders in the CAADP process that share the same goal of jointly advancing the CAADP agenda. Participants shall include, but not be limited to, AUC, NEPAD, RECs, Pillar Lead Institutions, development partners, private sector organisations, farmers’ organisations, CSOs, research and academic institutions, think tanks and representatives of countries that have been engaged with the CAADP agenda.
Participation in the Business segment shall be confined to highest level representatives of development partners and the CAADP African constituency, including AU member states that are deemed by the Joint Standing Committee to provide pertinent cases to the agendas under deliberation.   
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� Invitations should normally be sent out three weeks before the PP, the meeting agenda at least two weeks before the PP and the documentation at least one week before the PP.





PAGE  
1

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg]